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The Mark of the Beast or Salvation? Depends 
on whom you ask.

“The purpose of my life is to live for him.”

Photos: Angie Hargot
Your Own Personal Man Christ 
Jesus

“Where are the girls at?” a tall 
man standing on a Washington 
Avenue sidewalk asked. His 
buddy, leaning on a parallel 
parked car, only shrugged.

Such was the scene on 
Washington Avenue early 
Tuesday evening as people went 
about their lives, running 
errands, shopping for essentials, 
dining out and scanning for eye-
candy. Most of those walking by 
Tattoo Gallery by Luiz Segatto 
at 1323 Washington Ave. hardly 
spared a glance at the 
television camera crews and 
photographers capturing the 
image of gleeful individuals 

hugging each other after getting 
a tattoo.

Had they stopped to inquire they would have discovered this was a coming-
out celebration of sorts for the Antichrist. “Men, women and kids alike will 
mark themselves with the number of the Antichrist, as a result of the 
historic announcement made recently by the Man Christ Jesus as being the 
Antichrist, where he showed the 666 and SSS tattoos on his arm,” stated an e-
mail forwarded by the Government of God Press. 

The “Man Christ” the e-mail referred to is Dr. Jose Luis De Jesus Miranda, 
who heads a different sort of ministry known as Creciendo en Gracia, or 
Growing in Grace International Ministry. According to a February 2006 Miami 
New Times article, De Jesus, originally from Puerto Rico, said he received a 
vision when he ran a Bible-based treatment center in Massachusetts in 1976 
that told him he was “dead to sin.” In 1986 another vision told him to move to 
Miami, where he founded Creciendo en Gracia. His group would grow from 
500 people in a Hialeah warehouse listening to his sermons to as many as 
100,000 followers spread throughout 30 countries. In a nutshell, De Jesus 
preaches that the devil is dead and there is no such thing as sin. Such 
messages are taped at his current headquarters in Doral and broadcast to 
various “education centers” globally.

Columns

The 411

 
Editorial
  With housing budgets 
being slashed by the U.S. 
government and the Miami-
Dade Housing Agency still 
reeling from its own recent 
scandals, HUD would do 
well to appoint an impartial 
observer with no ties to the 
area.

 
Murmurs
  Flocking to tattoo 
themselves with the mark 
of the Beast on a Tuesday 
afternoon were followers of 
a guy who calls himself the 
Man Christ Jesus, as well 
as the Antichrist, who 
heads a, well, different sort 
of ministry. Also, Biscayne 
Boulevard turns 80, but 
continues losing its palms.

 
Wakefield
  The Public Health Trust, 
our local safety net, could 
lose major bucks if 
President Bush's proposed 
cuts go through.
 
Bound
  Damn it, Mamet, where's 
your humility? The 
American playwright pits 
Bambi vs. Godzilla, and 
John Hood is there to call 
the fight.
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